BIOL 3100 F10

Session 05 Assignment 05
Background for the annotated bibliography assignment

Assignment 5 draws on the groundwork you did in previous assignments, including finding source articles for a research topic: 

1. You have gathered general information about your topic.
2. You have run searches on your topic and selected a review article about a narrower issue of your topic.
3. You have explored the primary literature and have selected articles that focus on your topic.  

In assignment 5 we will compile an Annotated Bibliography based on the searching you did in prior assignments. You may select different primary research articles if you prefer, from the same pool of primary research articles you previously found.  Stick to primary articles for this assignment.
Annotated Bibliography
1. Introduction

An annotated bibliography consists of an introduction (4-7 sentences) that introduces the topic and the focus of the bibliography. The last sentence of the introduction should be your thesis statement. Please read the first part of chapter 8 of Pechenik pg 139-143, and follow the guidelines for developing a thesis statement for your bibliography. 
2. Annotations

These basic suggestions for reading an article are based on chapter 3 of Pechenik. Please read this section pg 33-51 before proceeding.  Use the following guidelines to fill out the Information Table for Writing an Annotation
1. Begin by reading the Abstract followed by the author’s Introduction to get background information for the research, and to see what questions the author is asking. The introduction contains the thesis statement, usually located towards or at the end of the Introduction. In your own words, answer the questions in the Information Table under parts a to c. 
2. Next read the Results section. This allows you to engage with the research without the bias of the author’s interpretation of the results. Record any questions that you have, and any conclusions that you come to on your own from reading the results before you read the author’s Methods, Conclusions and Discussion. Record your thoughts in the table under parts d to f.
3. Review the Materials and Methods section to determine how the author conducted the experiments. Record this information in parts g to i. 

4. Finally read the Conclusions and Discussion to find out how the author has interpreted his or her own results. Fill in parts j to l in the table by answering the questions and reflecting on your reading. 
3. Writing your annotation: 
From the notes you have recorded, you will now be able to write the annotation. Select ONE of the articles for the annotation. It should include the following:
a. The citation in CSE style. 

b. A 250 word paragraph that includes:

i. A summary of the article
ii. An analysis of the central themes or arguments 
iii. An evaluation of the relevance of the work to your argument

1. Evaluate the usefulness of this primary research article – is it a useful source for your thesis? Why or why not? 
2. What is particularly interesting about this information?
3. Is this related to information you have already read (in the other articles)?

Hand In:
1. The annotated bibliography that includes a section titled Introduction followed by a section titled Annotations. The Introduction should be 4-7 sentences (60-100 words) in length. The Annotation section includes an annotation for one of the 3 primary articles you have analysed.  The annotation comprises a citation and a paragraph of 250 words (not including the citation). You may decide that an article is not valuable for your argument, and that is valid – just explain why you would not use it.  

2. Fill out and hand in one Information Table for each of the three articles that you have analysed. 
3. Hand in a photocopy of the abstract and Introduction for all 3 articles. 
A key approach to take to completing this assignment is to picture yourself as an uninformed student reading your annotated bibliography – do you have a clear, coherent, reasonable piece of writing where the reader can gain an excellent grasp of the scope and usefulness of this article?
