Biology 3100 – Fall 2008

In-class Exercise Session 1: 

Critically Analyzing Information Sources 
Article Comparison Sheet 




Article A




Article B
	Type of publication
	Kind of literature: Primary 
Doc. Type: Research article
	Kind of Literature (1°, 2°, 3° or popular literature):

Document Type:


	I. INITIAL APPRAISAL 
	

	A. Title of article or web page

	The essential oil of Zingiber officinalis Linn (Zingiberaceae) as a mosquito larvicidal and repellent agent against the filarial vector Culex quinquefasciatus Say (Diptera: Culicidae). 


	

	B. Title of Journal or sponsor of the website


	Parasitology Research 
102(6):1289-1291 
	

	C. Author names

	Pushpanathan T, Jebanesan A, Govindarajan M.
	

	D. Institutional affiliation and/or credentials


	Division of Vector Biology, Department of Zoology ,
Annamalai University

Tamil, Nadu, India

· Academic research institution
	

	E. Currency:

Date of publication,  Edition and/or
Revision

	2008
	

	F. Publisher

	Springer-Verlag
· Respected Publisher of scientific research
	


	II. CONTENT ANALYSIS 
	

	G. Physical layout and sections


	· Sections reflect those of a primary research article, and there are headings for each section
· Abstract, Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results and Discussion (Conclusions are imbedded in this section) and Reference List
	

	H. Objective reasoning/ 

	· Data are reported with seemingly little bias. 

· They appear to support other similar studies
· However, the claim that there is less evolutionary pressure to evolve resistance to plant-based insecticides has not been supported by references.  
	

	I. Coverage – publication type


	· Information appears to be valid and well-researched, and supported by evidence. 
· Assumptions are reasonable, but not all are based on cited research.
· A gap may be identified in the area of epidemiology – are there any studies on developing resistance to plant-based insecticides?
	

	J. Reference List: materials referenced


	· There are many references to literature on the insecticidal properties of phytochemicals. 
	

	K. Writing Style: Tone  and  jargon 


	· Scholarly, impartial, extending current knowledge about properties of phytochemicals with respect to insecticidal and repellent properties.
	

	L. Intended audience and Emphasis:

	· Scholarly research community
	


What can I use the kind of publication represented by Article B for? (i.e. background information, as a reference, to follow a dialogue in the literature, etc.)

Should you refer to this type of article in a lab report or a term paper and list it in your reference list? Why or why not?
