Citation Databases Comparison Chart
Web of Science SCOPUS and Google Scholar – September 2008
	Features
	Web of Science:
- Science Citation Index 
- Social Sciences Citation Index
- Arts and Humanities Citation
  Index
	SCOPUS
	Google Scholar

	Citation Coverage
	1945 – present sci cit 67% 

1956 – present soc sci cit 20%

1975 – present arts & human 13%
	Citation analysis available from 1996 – present 
	None reported

	Journal Coverage 
	9300 journals – Back to 1900

Mostl;y North American – English language journals (However, recent addition of 700 Regional journals)
	15,000 journals – Back to 1966

Europe, Middle East and Africa – 53%

North America – 35%

Asia, Australia and Pacific – 10%

South America – 2% 
	Non-English coverage better than WoS or Scopus (interface available in many languages)

	Country of Origin
	United States
	Europe
	United States

	Abstracts
	Author only 1971 0n
	67%  Elsevier and Author Keywords are highlighted in the abstract
	None available 

	Document Types covered
	Journal Articles,  Patents, Now also conference proceedings and monographic series

36 million records 1955 onwards
	Books, Articles, Conference Papers, gov docs, notes, transcripts, patents, software, websites

33 million records 1966 onwards
	Journals – all kinds, Open Access Archives, Academic websites, Governmental, NGOs Technical Reports, Commercial Entities, conference proceedings etc.

	Subjects Covered
	All disciplines in academic curricula – genuinely pan-discipline


	Mostly focused on biomedical information – a federated search for biomedical information – limited Soc Sci and Phys Sci
	Not quantifiable, but coverage of Soc Sci, Art and Humanities is more extensive than WoS or Scopus.

	Distribution of Journal Titles by Subject
	Sci Cit Index 77%

Soc Sci Cit Index 14%

Arts & Human 9%
	Health Sciences 31%

Chem./phys/eng/math 32%

Bio/Ag/Envt 20%

Soc Sci /Psych/Econ 17%
	

	Special Coverage Features 
	Science Citation Index expanded , Social Sciences Citation Index, Arts and humanities Citation Index, Chemical Reactions Index & Index Chemicus
	100% of Medline, Embase, Compendex, World Textile Index, Fluidex, Geobase, Biobase 


	Pubmed, OCLC FirstSearch 

Theoretically everything available on the visible web, particularly Open Access versions of pre-prints and articles 

	Special tools
	Journal Impact Factor – criticized but most widely used index
	N/A
	N/A

	Search Types Special Features
	General Search: Guided Search with keywords, fields, and limiting to date span and individual databases
Advanced Search: (for the advanced user) Command-based  Searching with filed tags, Booleans and proximity operators
Cited Reference Search: can be limited to cited author, cited work and cited years

	Quick Search: 

Basic Search: Keyword search results can be limited by accession , publication date, doc type and subject area
Author Search:  Based on author names alone

Affiliation Search: Based on author institution
Advanced Search: Combines Basic search (no limits) and guided command searching
Source Search: restricted to subject area, publication type, source title, ISSN and publisher
	Quick Search: 

Advanced Search: results can be limited by 

· Author
· Publication

· Date

· Pre-defined Subject areas

· “recent articles” 

	Results 
	1. Search Within the results

2. Group by facets:

· Subject areas
· Document types
· Authors

· Source titles

· Publication Years

· Institutions

· Languages

· Countries/territories
	Search within results

Refine by fields: 

· Source Title 

· Author Name 

· Year of Publication 

· Document Type 

· Subject Area
	Limited Search Capability

· No reliable way of searching or limiting searches
· Can sort by « recent articles » but this does not result in most recent publications

	Controlled Vocabulary
	None – only author generated keywords
	Yes – MeSH/Embase/Geobase/Biobase, etc.
	None

	Word parsing
	Does not search for common word variations
	Does search for common word variations
	Does search for common word variations

	List of Journals
	http://scientific.thomson.com/mjl/
	http://www.info.scopus.com/detail/what/titles.asp
	None

	Update freq 
	Weekly
	1-2 times weekly
	Sporadic (monthly according to one study)

	Link out
	Open Access Sources
	Open Access Sources 
	

	Web Search Engine 
	Thomson Scientific WebPlus
	Scirus
	Can also run a general Google search for the full text (using author name and text words)

	Features
	Browsing, printing, sorting, saving 
	Browsing, printing, sorting, saving
	No special sorting/output features

	Citation Analysis
	All articles citing work by an author or on a topic

AND all articles by an author or on a topic cited in other articles
	1995  - cuurent

All articles citing work by an author or on a topic 

Citations available for about 1/3 of records
	Cited by link in each record – no indication of scope – cannot analyze 
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