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Description of Current Collection and Programmes Supported 

This collection policy supports the research and teaching needs of more than 150 instructors and 
course directors, and the needs of the students enrolled in the programs and courses offered by the 
School of Nursing in the Faculty of Health at York University. Due to its interdisciplinary nature, the 
program also draws collection support from a range of areas such as the medical, biological and 
microbiological, allied health, chemistry, kinesiology, psychology, education, health sociology, social 
work, philosophy, women’s studies, business and computer technology literature. 

The Faculty of Health offers both undergraduate and graduate programs in Nursing. There are 3 
different entry points to the undergraduate Bachelor of Science program:  

1. The Collaborative BScN offered by Georgian/Seneca/York Collaboration is a 4-year full time 
program where the first two years are completed at one of the College partners and the last 
two years are completed at York.  

2. The 2nd-Entry BScN, developed in response to an increasing demand for nursing programs 
which build on prior university learning. It is a full time program available to students who 
have completed a minimum of 60 credits towards any university degree and who meets the 
program pre-requisites.  

3. The Internationally Educated Nurse BScN program has been developed in response to the 
need for registered nurses educated outside of Canada to meet the requirements to obtain 
the Canadian credentials for employment in Ontario. 

The Master’s program in Nursing offers multiple degree options tailored to specific academic and 
career interests: 

1. Master of Science in Nursing (MScN)  

2. Master of Science in Nursing (MScN) Alternate Admission, whereby motivated, experienced 
clinicians who hold a diploma in nursing, may now complete a 30‐credit undergraduate 
course requirement and commence with graduate studies to attain an MScN degree  

3. Primary Health Care Nurse Practitioners (PHCNP), which prepares advanced practice nurses 
with expertise in primary health care and with specialized knowledge in health promotion, 
empowerment, community partnerships, human science nursing, and interdisciplinary 
collaboration. The PHCNP program at York University is part of a provincial consortium of 
university partners. Master’s level classes are offered both online and on campus, and 
flexibility includes part‐time and full‐time study options. 

The major portion of the print collection is concentrated in the Steacie Science and Engineering Library. 
Scott Library, the main social science and humanities library, houses much of the supporting collection, 
and some resources can also be found in the Peter F. Bronfman Business Library, and in the Nellie 
Langford Rowell Library (Women’s Studies). The Sound and Moving Image Library, located in the Scott 
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Library, holds a significant collection of audiovisual materials for nursing and some multimedia resources 
are also available at Steacie Science & Engineering Library. Print government documents and the 
microform collection are housed at Scott Library, and increasingly, national and international 
government documents are available online.  

Languages: The collection is almost exclusively in English.  

Geographical Coverage: While emphasis is on Canadian and U.S. publications; nursing, public health and 
healthcare publications from areas where the Healthcare system resembles that of Canada such as the 
UK, Australia, and Europe are also purchased. 

Chronological Coverage: While contemporary material is emphasized, there are no specific 
chronological limits of coverage. 

Date of Publication: Although current publications predominate, all works by major authors are sought 
regardless of the publication date. Retrospective issues of journals are purchased when required. 
Review literature or historical works are acquired on a title-by-title basis. 

Duplication: Duplicates are not purchased unless there is a perceived need for them when classes are 
large and books are heavily used. These are located at the Steacie Library Reserves desk. 

Gifts: We gratefully receive books and materials that are in good condition; have been recently 
published; are not duplicated in the collection; and support current research and teaching needs of 
faculty and students.  

Relegation and Weeding: Superseded editions and out-of-date texts are regularly withdrawn from the 
collection. 

Types of materials 

 BOOKS: Paperback books are preferred over hardback editions. Monographs are purchased 
through the YBP Approval Plan, although other sources of new titles are also used, such as 
Coutts, various publishers’ fliers and book lists such as the American Journal of Nursing Book of 
the Year Awards titles, Interagency Council on Information Resources for Nursing and the 
bibliographies of new courses for which statements of library holdings are required. Recently, 
online books have become the preferable option for some students, particularly those enrolled 
in Distance education courses.  

 To satisfy this growing need, we have acquired a number of e-book packages from different 
publishers under consortial agreements as well as a significant number of e-book packages that 
are unique to York University. These can be accessed by the York academic community via the 
Libraries’ catalogue and also by browsing the Scholars Portal e-books platform. Included are the 
Canadian Health Research Collections, E-books from Books@Ovid, SpringerLink (2004 to 
present), MyiLibrary, and PsycBooks 
 

 PERIODICALS: Periodicals are mostly held in electronic format. Perpetual access to e-content is 
deemed very important. New journal subscriptions may be added after a careful review of the 



current subscriptions including budgetary considerations. Faculty and graduate student requests 
for new journals and monographs are welcomed.  

 The demand for periodicals, particularly online journals is increasingly fulfilled through our 

involvement and memberships in consortia such as the Ontario Learning Resources for Nursing 

(OLRN), Canadian Research Knowledge Network (CRKN) and the Ontario Council of University 

Libraries (OCUL). Many journals are also available from publishers such as the National 

Research Council Canada, PubMed Central, and aggregations such as Proquest, CINAHL, and 

Psycarticles. Individual titles and back files are added on request by nursing faculty as funding 

becomes available.  

 

 DATABASES AND INDEXES: York University provides access to a number of library research 

databases, and those pertaining directly to nursing are collated in the Nursing Research Guide at 

http://researchguides.library.yorku.ca/nursing, also easily accessed from the library home page. 

These include but are not limited to CINAHL (EBSCO), Nursing and Allied Health Source 

(Proquest), Medline (PubMed and OVID), SCOPUS, Web of Science, and a number of databases 

from related fields such as PsycINFO (Psychology), ERIC (Education) and Sociological Abstracts 

(Sociology) to name just a few.  

 A collection of databases are also included that support Evidence-Based Practice in Nursing. 

Some of these are: Joanna Briggs Institute Evidence-based Resources (OVID), Evidence Based 

Medicine Reviews (OVID), and others. Links are provided to provincial and national standards of 

practice and best practice guidelines from this research guide.  

 

 STREAMING VIDEOS AND MULTIMEDIA:  The Nursing Research Guide provides links to 

streamed video packages such as the Bates Visual Guide to Physical Examination, and nursing 

skills videos from notable nursing programs in Canada and the US. From the Nursing Research 

Guide, students may also access Primal Pictures which is an interactive multimedia human 

anatomy learning system. 

 

 ITEMS NOT HELD AT YORK: When books and journal articles are not available in the York 

collection, these can be requested through RACER. Undergraduates receive 25 and graduate 

students receive 50 free articles every year. Students and faculty members are informed of the 

Resource Sharing facilities (RACER) available at York. Students and faculty at York are also made 

aware of direct borrowing facilities available from other universities in Canada. 

Related Collections in York University Libraries 

The interdisciplinary nature of the program in Nursing means that the collecting activities in Global 
Health, LGBT Studies, Psychology, Education, Social Sciences, Social Work and Sociology and Women’s 
Studies are important to the support of this program. 
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Statistical Software on Steacie Computers 

Steacie Library has installed SPSS, SAS, R statistical software on public workstations. The software 
available from different computers at Steacie Science library is available from the following link:  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/ccm/Steacie/list-of-available-software 
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