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Basic MEDLINE/PUBMED/SCOPUS Searching

Formulating Search Strategies to Find Articles in BioMedicine
This table forms a framework for the questions in Assignment 3. 
If there isn’t enough room in the tables to record all the information you want to include, feel free to add another sheet of notes. Just make sure you clearly indicate which step you are referring to.

Part 1: Formulating a search strategy to find articles in MEDLINE
Topic: 
Research Question:

Concept A:





Concept B:
Part 2: Subject Heading Searching in MEDLINE
	Step1a. Best Subject Heading match for concept A: 
Briefly note the reason you selected it:
Other Subject Headings to follow up later:



	Step 2a. What is the broader term for the Subject Heading?
List the narrower terms (if any):
Other SHs that look useful:



	Step 3a. Which Subject Headings did you finally decide to include in your search? 

Why?



	Step1b. Best Subject Heading match for concept B: 

Briefly note the reason you selected it:

Other Subject Headings to follow up later:



	Step 2b. What is the broader term for the Subject Heading?
List the narrower terms (if any):
Other SHs that look useful:



	Step 3b. Which Subject Headings did you finally decide to include in your search? 

Why?



	Step 4. Combine your searches to find the articles that contain both concepts. Which Boolean operator did you use? 

How many results did you get? 

Are the articles on topic? Describe briefly.




	Step 5.  Rerun the search for Concept A, this time selecting a Subheading and Limits to focus your results. 
Record the Subheading:

How does it fit with your topic?

What limits did you select?

Explain 




	Step 6.  Combine your searches from 5a with your search from 3b to find the articles that contain both concepts but refined by the subheading and limits. Which Boolean operator did you use? 

How many results did you get? 
How does this differ from the number in Step 4?
Are the articles on topic? 
Describe briefly and compare with the results from step 4.



Part 3: Keyword Searching in MEDLINE
	Step 7a.   Concept A  Synonyms, Alternate Spellings and Related Terms

Source:

Words found:

Source: 

Words found:


	Step 8a. Write out the search string for concept A giving explanations where needed
 

	Step 7b.   Concept B  Synonyms, Alternate Spellings and Related Terms

Source:

Words found:

Source: 

Words found:


	Step 8b. Write out the search string for concept B giving explanations where needed. 



	Step 9. How would you combine the searches in Step8a and 8b to obtain all the citations that have at least one term from both concepts?  Explain briefly.



Part 4. Combining the Subject Heading search with the Keyword Search to Maximize Your Results
	Step 10. Explain how you would combine the subject heading and keyword searches to maximize your search results. (this is not a trick question, but it is a difficult one for people to understand, so please pause to think about it)



Part 5. Searching PubMed
	Step 15. In the MeSH database, explain briefly how you would combine Subject Heading searches, and run the search in PubMed. 
How did you view the review articles?


	Step 16. When running a keyword search in PubMed, what does the database do in the background? Hint: click Details and examine how the search is done.


	Step 17.

	Step 18. Briefly describe ways that Medline OVID and PubMed differ:
a. MeSH search

b. Subject heading trees

c. Scope notes

d. Keyword search

e. Limits

f. Subheadings

g. Additional databases available for access through the interface (no need to be exhaustive).



Part 6. Searching SCOPUS
	Step 19. Scan your resulting articles. How do these results differ from those obtained through Medline? Explain in a few sentences.



	Step 20. Evaluate the usefulness of your selected website by analyzing the URL: see if you can cut it back to the /, and evaluate the page that is uncovered. 



