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Assignment 1A: 
Completed tables due Monday September 19, at the beginning of class 
In-class exercise:
· You may work in pairs on this assignment. You should have received:

· The traditional research article

· Four additional articles

· A sample “Article Comparison Table” where part of the research article has been analyzed for you to use as a model

· An “Article Comparison Table” for analyzing three articles

·  “Guidelines on Critically Analyzing Information Sources”

· This Guide explains the sections of the article comparison table

· Read the short traditional research article and compare it to four additional articles which may include:

News article


Encyclopedia article (print and online)

Report 

Review article
Letter to the editor

Etc.

You may use the presentation slides from Session 1 to assist you with completing the tables. 
After class: complete parts A to L for all 5 articles that you have been given, and hand them in on Monday September 19, 2011 at the beginning of class
Assignment 1B
Scavenger Hunt due Monday, September 19, 2011 at the beginning of class 
In your own words, please answer the following questions, and locate biology sources in each case.  Many of the answers are found in the PowerPoint presentation. Full marks will be given for including additional sources (found in the library) that are cited in CSE style. Please note that Steacie Library has 4 librarians and 2 reference assistants who can help you with searching, even on weekends! 
1. Define the following terms in your own words and give an example in CSE style (Council of Science Editors that now supersedes the Council of Biology Editors Style) for each:
(note: use name-year style, NOT citation-sequence style)
a. primary research article 
b. secondary source of information 
c. tertiary source of information 
d. “Peer-reviewed” information source  
e. “non-refereed” information source 

f. science journal 

g. monograph 

h. publisher  

2. What information should you include when you reference the following sources of information in CSE style? Give an example of each. 
a. Book by a single author
b. Journal article

c. Website (online posting)




3. Using the York University Libraries website, where would you look for (give all examples in CSE style): 

a. Government documents about the toxicity of bisphenol A in food containers?  Give an example.
b. A book about diabetes?  Give an example.
c. An article about the co-evolution of plants and fungi?  Give an example.




4. How is a journal different from a monograph? 


5. How is an edited book different from a monograph?

6. What kind of publication is the journal American Scientist?  Where was the issue located in the library?  Where are the bound volumes located? 
The following is a sample answer that will receive full marks: 

1. a. A primary research article in biology is a write up of research by the experimenter(s). It can take the form of a journal article, a thesis, or a conference paper, and its primary purpose is to communicate research to other researchers. 
Example of CSE style:
Singaravelan N, Nee'Man G, Inbar M, Izhaki I. Feeding responses of free-flying honeybees to secondary compounds mimicking floral nectars. J Chem Ecol 2005;31(12):2791-804.
This assignment has been adapted from a similar exercise by Dr. Dawn Bazely, Department of Biology.
